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To the U. 8. Senate to day bills were passed
authoriziog the purchase of the Freedman's
Baok buildiog in Washington for $275,000 with
$5,000 for fittiog it up; authorizieg a commis-
sion to provide for enlarged scsommodation for
t he Congressional Librarg,and to make the 22d
of Febraary a legal boliday in the Distriet of
Columbis, to take cffect after the next 22d.
The Silver bill was farther discussed by Mr.
McDonald and others.

The House committee of the whole had under
congideration the West Point Academy appro-
priation bill, The presentation of Carpenter’s
ideal picture of Liocoln sigoiog the emancipa-
tion proolamation took place at 2 p. m., a large
crowd being in attendance.

Seoretary Sherman acknowledges that he
aod Messrs. Stapley Matthews, J. A. Gar-
field, Eugine Hall and Harry Whito did seod
s letter of sympathy aod condolence to their
gesnciate in the fraud by which Louisiana was
counnted for Hayes, Mr. Anderson, who is now
ip jail, and says that he regards “‘the. arrest,
trial and cooviction of Aoderson as a great out-
rage under color of the forms of law.”’ “I still
hope,” b says, “‘the cooviction will not be
carried into execution, but if it is, as a matter
of course, the deepcst feeliog of rescotment
and hostility will exist in the minds of the great
mass of our people, who believe that these Re-
turning Board officers did but their simple
duty. If Anderson is imprisoned under tbis
sentenna it will be s mookery of public justice
and will bring inta contempt all efforts at peace
aod conciliation. It is an unlooked for and
torrible commentary upon tha efforts of the
President to quiet the turbuleses and violence
ot Louisiana politics, and seems to me an act
of folly and madness.” The President bas, it is
also reported, writteo a letter to Attoroey Gen
eral Devens on the subject of Geoeral Ander-
gson's conviction, in which regret is expressed
(hat such proceediags should have taken plaoce,
ag, apart from all other coosiderations, they
tend to disturb the conciliation whioh it-was
hoped would be satisfactory to all parties in
Louisiana; that the prosecution wasa violation
of the pledges mado last spring, and that “‘he
hos now determined to use all the iofluence of
whioh he is possessed to save Wells and Ander-
g)n from puoishmeot.”” Mr. Hayesis Presi-
deot, snd will be until the expiration of
the term for which he was inaugurated
—unless he shall be impeached and de-
posed for offences to be committed hereafter—
and duriog that time canp, if it pleases bim so
to do, retain Mr. Sherman as Seeretary of the
Treasury; but, consideriog the means by which
he acquired his position, and the limited sup-
port ho has among his own party, it strikes us
that the less he has to do with the Louisiaoa
returniog board and any of its members the
better it will be for him. Nobody expeota Mr.
Sherman or aoy of the “‘visiting statesmen” to
be pleased with the punishment of their
*‘pals,”” for they koow that the conviction of
Anderson was, and that that of Wells will be,
jast, aod that, if justice were meted out to all
engaged io the fraud, they, as well as the Louis-
iapians, would now be behind grated win-
dows, but, whether true or not, the public be-
lieves it is altogether different with him, aod
that the only thiog he had to do with the
feaud was to reap its frait, and it would be as
conducive to his own as to the interests of the
country ot large to disturb that belief as little
as possible, Our own idea about the trial of
the wembers «f the Louisiana returoiog
board is that it should pever have been com-
menced, but, now that it has been, any attempt
to interfere with it must oot only fail, but re-
salt disastrously to thoss who make it, and if
the President be the ill-advised oae he will
regret it to the day of his death.

Mr. Kellogg, upon whose vote probably de-
peods the passage of the Silver bill over the
President’s expected veto, thinks it very hard
that he should be called upon, just at this
time, and before he bas had time to accumulate
anything, to repay a loan of $20,000 which he
effeoted last wioter for the purpose ot secariog
the inaugaration of President Hayes, But his
creditors are pressiog bhim. Mr. Wells also
thioks it bard that he and his colleagues of the
retaroiog board should be made to suffer for
securiog Mr. Hayes' inauguration, while Mr.
Sherman and the visiting statesmen,who assist-
ed bim, are permitted to dress in fine linen and
live sumptuously.

The Maryland legislature haviog reported
advarsely upon Mr. Mootgomery Blair’s me-
morial for a reopeniog of the Presidential elec-
tion case, that gentlemsn has determined to
iotroduce into the Hounse of D:legates of Mary-
land, of which body be is a member, resolutions
condemping the fraud by which Mr. Hayes was
inaugurated, aud denouncing all who were i
strumental in accomplishing it. Mr, Blair is
the most persistent man of the sge, bat bis ef-
forts are direoted toward the attainment of uo-
availing objeots, and were it not for the ro-
markable manoer in which the President is
acting they would cease to be subjects for
cewspaper comments.

The readjosters in the General Assembly re-
fused to passa bill to decrease their pay to
what it was before the war, but Gov. Holliday
requested the Legislature to decreaso his salary
twenty per oent, and the readjusters granted
his request.

The way in which the bodies of the persons
drowned by the wreck of the steamer Metropo-
lis were ‘plundered shows that the morality of
wreckers has pot improved since the days of
Walter Scott’s Pirate. .

The man has at last been found who would
not eswer before the sugust presence of a hotel
olerk. The remarkable individual is an Eng-
lishman pamed Thomas Alesaoder Hayes Rob-
inson, who arrived in New York yesterday
and ordered bis breakfast at the New York
Hotel. The check for one dolisr was presented
to bim, which he refused to pay without the
items were specified. The rules of the house
being $1 for breakfast, no matter what he ate,
were explained to him, but he did not carc for
the rules, and on the clerk remonstratiog with
him he knocked him down, and has thus be-
come the champion iconoclast.

Deputy Colleotor Tomlinson, of the port ol
New Orleans, who resisted tho sheriff in his
attempt to arrest the members of the Liouisiana
returning board, hasbeen temporarily roleased,
as his imprisonment while the Collector of the
port, Mr. Aoderson, is in jail, would neces-
garily obstruet the busioess of the Custon House.

Mr. Belmont has written a letter ia reply to
that of Mr. Hendricks, in which he not ooly
proves that the lalter gentleman i3 “‘inconsist
ent,”’ but that he is not “right,”” He maio-
taios that the passago of the Silver bill will be
detrimental to every interest and everybody in
the country.

We have another instance of the iscompre-
hensible absence of political discretion and or-
dioary discernment that characteriz2s the pres-
ent average democraticSouthernCongressmen in
the case of Mr. Aiken,who, yesterday, declared,
on the floor of the House, that he would vote
to abolish West Point.

The March-April number of the North Am-
erican Review will contain a discussion of the
subject of Kternal Pupishment, written by six
of the most prominent clergymen io the couo-
try, representing as maoy 6eols.

News of the Day.

Charles M. Coorad died at Noew Orleans
yesterday, aged seveoty-three. He was boro
io Winohester, Virginia, but was ocarried by
his father when very youog to Mississippi, and
thenee to Louisiana. He was a Sepator in
Coogress in 1842 and 1843, Eleoted to Coo:
gress 2s a Representative in 1849, he resigoed
in August, 1850, to ussume the Secretaryship
of War uoder Presideot Fillmore. Daring the
civil war he was a brigadier-general in the
Confederate service.

Rev. Heory Ward Beeoher in his_sermon
Sunday ecvening spoke of the late Pope as
“That dear and good old man who had just
gone to Heaven from the Poutifieal ehair.
When Pius 1X. died,”” said Mr. Beecher,
“‘that instant God's angels bere him gootly as a
little ehild in the arms of its mother into the
presence of his Saviour. It was pot because
he was Pope, but because a new heart had been
given him. The nature of the Pope wasall
love.”’

Two murderad iofants were fouud on the
commouns near Washington last Saturday night;
one on the low grounds south of the capitol
was white, aod showed a terrible gash sevariog
its throat, and one side of its head was bruised
as though an attempt had been made to break
its skull.

A geoeral suspension of' coal production in
the Schuylkill region commenced yesterday,
and will cOntinue uotil the 25th instant. This
suspension is in accordance with the agrecment
of the coal combioation, but falls with great
geverity upon the mioers, who have been
workiog upon half time for several weeks past.

Gideon Wells died at Hartford, Cono,, last
eveniog, in the seventy-sixth year of his age.
He was the cditor of the Hartford Times in
1826, and was Secretary of the Navy, through
the terms of Presidents Lincola and Jobnsoa.

Legislative.

In the State Senate yesterday, a reso-
lution repealing a resolution approved in
1850 transferring to the Orange and Alexan-
dria railroad a claim of Virginia against the
Federal Government for $120,000 was passed.

Mr, Johoson introduced a bill to provide for
the paymeant of the public debt, and denied the
statement of the Richmond Whig that he had
olaimed the authorship of the Brooke bill,

In the House of Delegates a resolution was
introduced to reduce the license tax on physi-
oians aod to provide for an additional tax of
ope per centum oa cvery huodred dollars of

professional iacomes over $600.

Bills wera reported from committees to
amend the Code in relation to the organization,
government and discipline of the penitentiary;
and providiog for the lease of the penitentiary
and the hiring of eounvict labor.

The Salary Bill was taken up and considered.
The bill fixea the salary of the Governor at
$5,000 per anoum; olerk $800; Secretary of the
(Commenwealth, $2.000; Assistant Clerk,
$1,200; Copying Clerk, $1,040; Auditor,
$3,000; Clerk of Accounts, $1,600: two first
clerks, 1280 each; two second olerks, $1,040;
threo third olerks $960 each; two fourth olerks,
$800 each; Second Auditor. $2,000; first olerk,
$1280; second clerk, $1,040; three third clerks,
$900 each; Treasurer, $2,000; first clerk,
$1,280; second elerk, $1,040; tkird olerk, $960;
Superinteodent of Public Priotine, $1,200;
Judges of the Court of Appeals, $3,000, except
the rresident of the court whose salary sball be
$3 200; Judges of Circuit Courts, $1.600, ex-
cept the Judge of the 7th Distriot, whose sal
sry shall be $2,300; Cousty Judges, $280,
aod an additional compensaaion of $20 for
every thousand inhabitants over ten thousand.

The Clerk of the Court of Appeals at Rich
mond, $800. and the eclerks of said court at
Staunton apd Wgytheville, $400 each; the
olerk of the Cirenit Court of the city of Rich
mood, $160. The President of the Seoate
and the Speaker of the Jouse of Delegates
shall each reacive the sum of seven huodred
and twenty dollars, and each of the other mem
bers of the Geoeral Assembly the sum of three
buodred saod sixty dollars for attendance and
services on each regular session of the Geoeral
Assembly; aod, on all extra sessions, the Presi
dent ot the Sepate and the Speaker of the
House of Delegates shall each receive three
buodred and sixty dollars, and each of the
other members of the Geoeral Assembly the
gam of one huodred aod eighty dollats for at-
tendaoce upon the duties of their respective
houses. Superintendent of the Peniteotiary,
$1.600; first sscistant keeper, $720; eecond,
third, tourth, fifch. sixth, aod seveoth assist-
snt keepers eaoh, $640; moreover, each of said
assistant keepers shall be allowed $80 worth of
the manufactures of the penitentiary at the
price fixed by the directors every year, The
General Agent and Storekeeper a8 commission
of five per oentum oo all sales amounting to
$75.000)and uoder, and on all eales above that
amouunt a commission of eight per eentum,
other than sales made at auction by bim.

An amendment, at the Governor’s instance,
allowing him no clerical force except that io
the offico of the Secretary of the Common-
wealth, wasadopted ; as also one cutting down
the allowance of $400 for office-rent of the At-
torney General, and requiriog the Governor to
furnish that officer with a room in the Capitol,
if possible.

The bill to incorporate the Virginia, Ken-

tucky and Ohio Railroad Company was passed.
Mr. Farr presented

otitions of citizens f
Mount Vernon district, Fairfax county, for and
againet the repeal of the fence law in eaid dis-1

trict,

Letters from Richmond.
| Correspondence of the Alexandria Gazette. |
RicEMOND, February 9, 1878,

Tho session of the Lsgislsture this year is
undoubtedly uopeecedectly du'l.  The corps of
pewspaper reporters aod correspondents have
littTe chane3 to display their energy and enter-
prige for news. It is hoped that before the
gession i3 cver news wiil brighten up. Rich-
mond has its full quota of sewspaper eorrespoo-
dents, and I doubt not that there is about as
much activity amoog them ov a Saturday pight
as can be found withio the preciocts of_“news-
paper row,”” Washiogtoo. Lt is a fact that can-
not be denied that the Northera and Western
press attach more importance to ncWws comIDg
from the Old Dominion than any other portion
of tho South, and hence they all have represes-
tativesin Riohmond. Duriog the scssion o
the Logisiature local news is generally eut down
in order to muke way for the sayiogs aod the
few doings of the Legislature. The mewmbers
of the local press are also ever on the watch
tower for news. Kach one has his own way
of gettiog it and presentiog it to the publie.
Let it be cupposed that oo a dull day one oiti
zen—perhaps ao intimate friend of Gen.Joseph
K. Johpson—had mentioned to avother eciti-
zen the fact that oo the wight before he had
taken supper with General Johnson, and that
Gen. Jobpson had caten beans for supper. This
intelligence would reach the newspaper reporter
or correspoudent. Other people would pay no
attention to it, Not =0 the newspaper mao.
He would revolve io his mind the comments of
the Northero press oo this picce of infcrma-
tion. He would sce the New York Times out
in four double-leaded columns calliog attention
to the significant lact that the great rebel
leader bad caten beans for supper last pight.
What did it portend ? Why was it that the
cx-Cenfederate leader ate beans at night in-
stead of in the day time ? _ Was po sigvificance
to bo attached to this? Whea the hooest meb
of the North are asleep this great rebel sol-
dier~—for we admit that be was a man of great
military geniue—is eatiug beans by gas light,
The old Union soldiers will nnderstand why it
is significaut, It was well koown that the
principal diet of the rebel soldicrs was park
and beans. It was well koown that the army
of Nortbern Virginia, under the ministrations
of Chaplaio J. William Joncs, would, oo the
march, sing that beautifal bymn,
“Wheo I can read my title olear
To mansionsio the skies,”’
and would, at sight of the Nortbern army and
its coveted array of sutler’s wagons, with clear,
pealing voices und wet eyes, conclude the verse,
“T'1] tid farewell to pork and beans,
Aud live on chicken pi~.’

Then the Times wounld go on to show the
hidden plot, Gen. Johoson dieting himself
to get ready for the old war time fare; the
fact of his being bronght forward for Con-
gress but a pretext to rouse the ipflamed
Southern miod. Tilden was to be in the Presi-
dential chair, Joseph 1. Johpson his See-
retary of War, and then—the Uoion menaced.
Such in brief would be what the reporter’s
keen insight would reveal io him, Nor would
he have to stretch his 1magination (o see
telegrams pouring io to him, as from the T'ri-
bune, “'iaform us, regardless of txpense,wheth-
er Gen. Johoson doesnot cat exclusively beans
raised oo the Tezas Pacific route. Whitelaw
Ricd;" or, from the Herald, “‘Spare nothiog
to get name and history of man who sells John-
gon bear. J.G. Beonet;” or, from the World,
“State fact that trade dollar will cot buy the
Johnson beaos. The World,” and so on. Now
the way each mewspaper man would go about
getting this information is the study. W. D,
Chesterman, of the Dispateh, would call oo
the General at bis house, if he could oot eatch
him ob the street. He would not lct the Gen-
eral know what he was after, but would en-
eogage him in a quiet talk, and cradually
lead the General to the point where he wounld
say heacs. No doubt he would begin by acking
the General about the debt; from the debt he
would go to the members of the Legislature;
then be would discuss one particular member,
takiog care that that member was a farmer;
thep from the farmer he would go to the furm
products; from farm products he would dis-
course on the mistake Virgicians make in con-
fining themselves to one staple ; thea he would
allude to the money that is in small thiogs such
as cabbage, onions and beans; then he would,
with smacking lips and & Confedcrate soldier’s
smile, dwell on tha virtues of a good dish of
beavs; then the tr2neral wonld get warmed up
and tell how he ate beans for supper, and how
long be had been cating beans, and after half
an hour’s conversation the reporter would go
away with all the icformation that he wanted,
and the (Geperal would never koow how he
gotit. But the next man that cime aloog
would evoke the General. Justas the Genera!
moves out Mr. Wm, C. Taylor,fof the State,
would accost bim by slapping bim on the shoul-
der and takiog his arm aod sayiog, ‘‘Hello
Joe !" and go oo, “*What is this I bear about
your eating beaas for supper every night,”” The
General would want to koow what business it
was of his, and for a time the indefatigable
Taylor would be able to stitch his report to-
gether but slowly. But upon explaioing the
importance of the oceasion he would finally get
a brief statement from the General and would
haul ont from his pocket a note book aod say,
“Joe, just write that down for me, will you.”
Before he leaves the General will have made s
memorandum,

Ah, ha, what portly geotleman is that whose
eyes twinkle bebiod a pair of spectacles, and
whose teeth hold a meerschaum nipe, one hand
a walkiog cane, and the othera lot of loose
seraps of paper; who is be that comes saunter-
ing along, aod whose face brightens as he sces
General Johoson? That is George Caoning
Wilde, of the Sunday Trapseript, ooe of the
brightest and most original writers on the
Virginia press, whose pen can yrite the most
beautiful pathos, delicate and cutting sar-
casm, and the most side splitting wit, Ile
immediately says, “*‘Ha, how are you Gun
eral, I am glad to sce you,” aud at the seme
time stuffs his lighted pipe and papersio his
open pocket, and put his walkiog stick from
his right hand into his left, and with the un
employed hand shakes tbe General’'s warmly.
He then says, *‘Geoeral, regard me |”” *'Sir 2"
the General wilk asks, ''Rejuvioate me |" the
smilivg Wilde will say, The General still does
oot koow the qaestion at issue, because he does
not understaoa that Mr. Wilde coins varions
briet expressions which mean that he wants to
kouw the latest news. Afcer acking the Gremeral
to “permeate’’ him, he will atk bim to tell
him what he koows sbout eating beans at night,
and as the Gencral begins to talk he will gst
his pipe baek in his mouth and begio emckiog
and writing at the same time. He will, after
pattiog the Geoeral in a thoroughly good hu
mor, leave bim, Then look out for beans served
up artistically, and spiced with rica gayiogs
savoriog stroogly of George C. Wilde. These
three gentlemen, all passed the middle age of
life, have, as I have shown, a obaracteristic
way of getting news. The other raporters here
would go about the task in regard to General
Johnson catiog beans in about the customary
newspaper reporter’s way, to which the above
are cxoeptions. They would storm the Gene-
ral at home or oo the street, aod get full par-
ticulars. 1t is true they have their oharacter-
istic ways in some matters, but as there are
five or six more, and your correspondent has
already herewith made a full conotribution to
the newspaper bistory of Virginia, it might
be well to defer further remarks. The pews-
paper reporter’s life is perhaps tbe most diffi-
oult in the world, and his profession exposes
bim to many dangers, including free luoches,

timea succomb.
Rev. Mr. Rainsford closes his services here

to-pight. He bas been very successfal. Ido
ot mean alone in drawing immense orowds,but
what is better, his preachiog has done much
good, and his words have touched more than
ooe goul. 1 bave never seeo a divine who was
more thoroughly in earnest than is Mr: Rains-
ford. He hasthe power of riviting the close
attention of his bearers, His wealth of lan-
guage is not 80 great as his wealth of idcas, He
has » wealth of similies which are as beautiful
a3 they are origioal, although couched in plaio,
unadorped langusge, He is indeed a great
preacher, Such is the verdiot in Richmond.
No oburch can hold the people who o to hesr
him preach. Alldenominations, all olasses and
all colors, iv one immense throog, pour 1oto
the chuareb, uctil it is so filled that the police
have to close the doors and keep away the
crowd. 1t is strange that 1o the jam no lady
has peen seriously burt, DMany ladies have
fainted, and some have received bruises, but

f| po aceident of a serious nature bas ocearred,

Mr. Rainsford bas been urged to stop in the
city longer. It is noslight tribute to his power
aga preacher when it is understood that since
he has been preaching here the theatre
and all other amusement halls have been

nearly emptied.

RicEMOND, VA., Feb. 12.—Rev. Mr.Rains-
ford closed his mission here last night, on which

occasion he preached to geotlemen only, Thbe
church was packed to suffocation. The left
gallery was reserved entirely for colored meuo,
and they were presentin full force, Mr. Rains-
ford wiil be warmly weloomed to Richmond
whencver be shall sce fit to return. )
The Senate to-day passed a joint resolution
abrogatiog the contract entered into in 1850 by
which the State transferred to the Orange and
Alexandria Railroad an old claim of $100,000
agaiost the Federal goveroment, that corpora-
tion failing to earry out the conditions of the

contract,

No order was made in tho Circuit Court_to-
day io relation to the Washington and Obio
Railroad.

There was a very slim atteodance io the
House of Declegatesto-day. The members have
become thoroughly fagged out with the discus.
sion of the tax bill. The time was occupied
with the diccussion of the bill reducing sala
ries, but nothiog farther was reached io it thao
the abolitioo of the office of the private secretary
1o the Governor. This action was brought
about by the rcquest of the Goveroor bimself,
Mr. Echols stated that Gov. Holliday had au-
thorized him to say that he, the Governor, was
willing to have his salary cut dowo io like pro-
portion to that of the other officers of the govern-
ment, Upoo iovestigation it was asoertaioed that
the Governor’s salary was fixed by the consti-
tution, aod therefore the General Assembly
could not touch it. The House further lopped
off the $400 per anoum allowed the Attorney
General for office rent, and theo proceeded to
attempt to lop off tho offica of second clerk to
the Seoretary of the Commonwealth (Dr. Geo,
W. Bugby) aod while engaged in this attempt
adjourned untii to-morrow.

The ilus‘irlmnr Tax‘_i!ﬂl.
Tha following is the text of the tax bill of Mr.
Barbour as passed by the House of Delegates

on Saturday last :—

A BiiL imposing taxzes on real and personal
property to mect the necessary expenses of the
government, for public free school purposeg,
and to pay the interest on the public debt.
Wheress the condition of the people of this

Commonwealth is such as to render an increase
of the rate of taxation upon property impracti-
cable, and the General Assembly of Virginia
conceding that its power to tax the property or
person of the citizen must at all times be confin-
ed within the reasonsable limits preseribed by
what, in the judgment of the General Assembly,
is the ability of a citizen to pay without ruinous
damage to his property aud business, hereby
declares that the present rate of taxation—io wit:
Fifty cents on every $100 of the assessed value
of property is the utmost limit to which the
General Assembly should proceed in levying
taxes ; and whereas tho revenues of the Com-
monwealth, with the present rate of taxation
(which is the highest that should be imposed,)
will not enable the Commonwealth to maintain
its governmental organization by paying the ne
cessary expenses incidentthereto under the most
rigid system of economy ; and to discharge its
constitutional obligation to the system of free
gchools, ordained by the frndamentsl law of this
Commonweslth, and to pay the present rate of
interest on the amount claimed a3 the principal
of the public debt; and, whereas, the preserva-
tion of the State government is absolutely neces-
sary, not only for the protection of the person
snd properly of the citizen of the Common-
wealth, but for the preservation of the rights,
and promotion of the interest of the creditor of
the Commonwealth; therefore,

1. Be it enacted by the General Assembly,
That on all tracts and lots of land, and the im-
provements thereon, not exempt from tsxation,
and on all personal property and choses in ac-
tion. and on all toll bridges and ferries, thoro
sha'l be a tax—flrst, of twenty-five cents onevory
one hundred dollars of the assessed value there-
cf, which shall be psid and coilected only in
lawful money of tha United States for the ex-
clusive purpose of defraying the necessary ex-
penses of maintaining the government of this
Commonwealth, as the eaid disbursement may
be directed by proper appropriation acts of the
Genersl Assembly ;second, of ten cents on evary
$100 of the assessed value thereof for tho public
free school purposes, vhich shall’be paid and
collected only in lawPul money of the United
States, and ehall be paid into the treasury to the
credit of the public free-school fund, and shsll
be used for no other purpoe whatever; third, of
fifteon cents ca every $100 of the assessed value
tnareof to pay the interest on the public debt.

2, It ehall be the duty of tha Auditor of Pub-
lic Accoants to have prepared as soon as practi-
cablo the necessary books for the commiusioners
of the revenue, with eufficient and appropriate
columns for designating and setling apart the
several taxes hereby levied for the objects and
purposes herein recited.

3 Iteball be the duty of the {reasurers or
other collecting officers of the counuties, cities,
and corporations of the Commonwealth, as soon
us the commisionera of tho revenue shall deliver
their books of assessment, to have made out tax
bills, 1n which shall be specified the amount of
tax levied for each of the purposes above named,
and shsall keep the same separate atd distinct
from each other upon the books of their offices,
The said treasurers or other collecting cflicers
shall, as soon assaid books are delivered to them
and the eaid tax bills made out, proceed to col-
lect the gamo as now roquired by law. and pay
into the treasury the amount so collected by
thom ; which amounts shsll be placed to the
credit of accounts which shall be kept by the
troasurer and denominated :—first, the account
of money paid in and diebursed for the purpose
of defraying the expenso of maintaining the
government of the Commonweslth ; second, the
account of money paid in and disbursed for the
public free echools ; third, the account of money
psid in and disbursed for paying the interest on
tho public debt; and the funds so credited to
thase several accounts thall be disbursed for the
sevaral purposes designated for the said accounts
in euch mauner vs may ba preecribed by law.
4 The collectors of the public revenueshall
in every respect conform to the requirements of
saction 3 of this act in collecting and remitting
sa'd revenua, sod upon s fuilure thereof shall be
proceeded against in the same mode asis di
rected againet the treasurers or other collecting
officers of the eounties or corporations by erist-
ing lawas,

5. This act shall bu in force from its passage.

e e e —— e

Captain Harrison, who i3 at the scene of the
wreek of the Metropolis for the parpose of
identifying the bodies of the vietims washed
ashored has reported that the;bodies have been
robbed of evergthing that would have beeo
useful in the furtherance of his object, The
robbery was, insome cascs perpetrated by some
of the survivors, but in other cases the offend-
ers were the negroes and the lower class of
whites from the mainland, who acted as if
they had a perfect right to all they could lay
their bands on.

Babies ought to be well taken care of, their
system does pot allow the slightest neglect, 1€

Syrup, a simple but always reliable remedy.
Ouly 25 cente.

Foreign News.

THOE EASTERN QUESTION.
It is reported that the Sultan hasinvited the
Russian Grand Duoke Nicholas to spend a few
days in Constantioople.
Safvet and Sadsk Pasha will go to Adrian-
ople to cegotiate a treaty of peace with Geooe-
rals Ignaticff and M. Nelidoff, formerly Am-
bassador and First Secretary of the Russian
Embassy at Coestantioople, respectively.
Austria has asked for a firman admitting ber
fleet to the Dardanelles.
Prioce Gortschakoff has telegraphed to the
Powers stating that the intelligence that Great
Britain and other Powers had determined to
seod ships to Constaatinople, for the protection
of their subjeots, obliged Russia to consider the
proper means for protecting Christians whose
lives and property might be threatened. Ior
this purpose the Russian Government had becn
obliged to contomplate the entry of a portion of
its troops intc Counstantinople. It is semi-

officially anoouaced that orders bave been seat
to the Grand Duke Nichelas in accordance
with the determination expressed above. Ras-
sian newspapers generally doubt whether the
protection of British subijeots is the sole reason
for sendiog the fleet to the Bosphorus, The
Agence Russe declares that facts do not justify
the reasons alleged for sending the fleet, as, ac-
ording to dispatches from the Pricee of Reuss,
dated February 8, the safety of the Christians
was io no wsy threatened. All the reports of
the Russians abusing the armistice are abso-
lately false.

A Coostaotivople eorrespondent states that
the Turkish Chamber on Saturday by a large
majority declared Vefik Effendi’s Cabioet un-
conslitational,

A correspondent at Beriin says:—'‘The Ea-
peror William received the President of the
Reichstag oo Sunday, and it i3 reported that
he said :—*‘The sitnation is indeed serious, but
I nevertheless still hope that the maintenance
of peace is possible.” "’

A correspondent telegraphicg from Vienpa
says:—"'It is expected bourly that, as a com-
promise, the Porte will admit two men of war
of each Power. The Ambassadors at Pera have
advised tke Porte to take this course.’

A correspondent at Vienna telegraphs as {ol-
lows :—*'Lt scems that the Russian note relat-
iog to the Conference bas oot been presented.
The delay is only explicable oo the supposition
that it is ocoasioned by the determination of
the British Government to send the flzet to
Qopstactioople. The step was uacxpested,and
it has produced a rather startiiog effzct, so that
peoding a decision as to the attitude to assume,
Russia may have deemed it advisable to delay
the delivery of the note.”

This correspondent, who, however, i3 obvi-
ously igoorant of Prinee Gortschakoff's last tel
egram to the Powers, says that it scems the
suspicion with which Kogland’s step was first
regarded soon moderated. Accordiog to ooe
account, the Czar has reiterated his assurances
io regard to British interests,

A ocorrespondeat at St. Petersburg telegraphs
ag follows :—*'I can state positively that orders
bave been sent to the Russian troops to enter
Uonstantinople. Count Schouvalaff has been
ordered to explaia to Lord Derby that as the
great Powers have determined tu senod their
fleets to Constanticople, Russia is obliged to
adopt similar measures, but Ruseia has po in-
tention of aggravating the situation,”

The Loodon Times says a portion of the
British fleet will proceed to Coostantioople.
T'bat is unavoidable after what bas cceurred.
Lord Derby emphasized his statement that the
other Powers mey oot copsider it necessary to
avail themselves of firmans for the admission
of their fleets, although they had applied for
them. It is possible, therefore, that the Brit-
ish apd Russiapns alone may be present at Con-
stantinople. Such a position would be one of
the gravest coxiety, Iiverythiog may turn
upoa the character of the Ilussian cecupatiun.
A mecre demonstrative ocsupatino, as tnat ol
Paris in 1870,0ught not to be regarded asalarm-
iog, but an occupation ia force, with go appo-
reat limit io point of time, woald throw upon
our Goveroment a very grave responsibility.
The moment is ooe at which a few hasty words
or a siogle hasty act might precipitate a con-
flict. ‘L'he Governrzent have laid down cartain
limits beyond which we cannot rewain indiffer-
cot to the advance of Russia, If these limits
are passed it will be their duty to act promptly

no bas!y coostruction oo acts whioh may be ca-
pab!2 of two 1aterpretations.

A telegram has been received from St. Pe-
tersburg stating that the Russians will eoter
Constantinople in a peaceable wayg.

Lo the British House of Commons yesterday
afteroooan Sir Stafferd Northeote, Chancellor of
the Exchequer, said : —"There is some delay
in the fleet’s going up to Coostantivople. The
Government canoot enter into details, Nego-
tiations are going oo, but the Government have
not changed their inteation.

Tho report upon the supplementary vote of
six million pounds was adopted without a di-
vision, as was also a motion that the money be
raised by the issue of exehequer bouds.

In the House of Lords Liord Derby, Foreign
Mioister, said that the difficulty regarding the
cotry of the flzet would, he believed, soon be
overcome, and that three other Powers had
asked for firmans permitting their vessels to co-
ter Turkish waters.

Io cousequence of ap urgent order received
at the Chatham Dock Yard from the Admiral-
ty yesterday, the whole force, numbering,4,000
men, will begin working extra hours to complete
vessels in hand,

This order bas caused some excitement.
Such an order has not been koown since the
Crimean war. The vessels preparing for sea
at Chatham are tho iron clads Monareh, North

ampton and Penelope, besides several large un-
armed vessels, DMore hands were engaged yes:
terday for all the depariments of the Woolwich
Arsenal and the Portsmouth and Devonport
dock yards. A regimeot which was under or-
ders to leave Plymouth for Aldershot has been
directed to remain at Plymouth aod hold itself
in readiness for other movements,

LonpoN, Ifeb, 12,—The News of the refusal
by the Porte ot s firman for the passage of the
straits by the fleet has caused a great sepsation
in the markets, thongh the cxcitcment i3 less
than it was last week.

This morning’s London Times in its leadiog
editorial article says:—*‘The fleet must go to
Couostaotinople for the protection of Koglaod's
legitimate interests in the city aod the straits.
There need be no disguise that thisis the real
purpose with which our flect will be sent to the
Bosphorus, and Lord Derby would have done
well to have avowed the fact plaialy instead of
evadipg its responsibility by the traosparent ex-
cuse of affording protection to British subjects
and other persons in the event of exXoitement
in the Turkish Capital. It is begt to avow the
simple truth that as we inteod to ‘nave a voice
in the settlement ol the fature both of Con

stantinople and the straits, we de2m it prudent
and our plain right to assert some hold upon
these important positions. I3ut Russia,beyond
question, has not the slighteswoceason for any
further military guarantee: for her own claim
thao she already possesses. The Turks and
Constagtinople itself are at her merey,”’

The London Post says:—''A fatal misteke
has been suceeeded by a great humiliation,
Lord Derby’s carecer as a migister ought to
terminate and the Dardanelles ought to be en-
graved as ao cpitaph on his political towb. Lt
will now become us to epeak in e Xtremely mod-
eratc language until deeds shall justify the re-
sumption of that coofident tone in which the

free tickets, and free whiskeyin election times, | your baby suffers trom Colic_or Bowel Disor- Eoglard of Lord Palmerston used to maiatain
Under this accumulation of dangers they some- | ders, procure a bottle of Dr. Bull's Baby | the cause of law and order.’’

The Admiralty have purenased the iron elads

and bold!y, but it i3 equally their duty to place |

key, but,prevente{_i from leaviog by the Goy.
eroment’s neutrality declaration.

MISCELLANEOQTUS,

_ Ltaly has replied to the Porte’s note, regret.
ting the action of the Greeks in crossing (hq
{rontier and statiog that the Italian Goyery.
ment will remonstrate at Athens, Greees pro.
poses that her troops continue to occupy the
territory in their possession uatil the Congresg
decides all questions between (reeea apg
Tarkey.

A Vieona dispatch says that a telegram re.
ceived there states that the Cardinals, by a vote
of 30 to 16, rejected the idea of recoaciliatiog
with Italy,

About ten grain tirms of Balfast have failed
There total liabilities araestimated at 31 () 0wy
LoNDON, Feb, 12.—The four iron clads cor,-
prising the chanoel squadron were directed by
telegraph to proceed immediately to Gibralta;
tor orders on its bezoming koown that Vie.
Admiral Horoby had been refused permission
to eoter the Dardanelles.

Loxpon, Feb, 12,—Lord Lofius, Beitisy
Ambassador at St. Petersburg, telezraphs 1,
Lord Derby, Koreign Secretary, as follows:—
“St. PETERSBURG, Feb, 9.—I have reeaived
from Prince Gortschakoff the following ausw..
to your telegram of the Tthinst., askiog Rus:
to give some explanation about the advsnee o
the Russians towards Copstantinople, ete, 1.
answer to your Ioxcelleney’s note respeeticy th.c
occupation of certain strategioal pulots in th.
neighborhood of Constantinople by the Russiuy
troops in consequence of the armistice, 1 15 w;
duty to inform you that we arc not yet 12 po-
gession of positive information a3 to the detai's
of the armistiee and as to its applicatinn, |
should add that the military liae of demsreatizy
traced previously to the armisticz has beey
agreed upon between the Russian and Turkis)
authorities and is a question which cxclusively
coneerns the belligerents.”

Vir_glnla Eéws.

Mesars. Fiold, Seawell and Forbes, who wars
employed by the State to investigate the fess of
Gen. Johnson and the Messrs, Poe, in the C. &
O. cace, havo presented a bill for $1,500 each fu.
services, and the two latter azk for s retaine:
each of $1,020. The Finance Committee ot the
House propose to cut dowa the figures inth.

first instanco to $700; 1n the other to $.50.

In Richmond, yezterday, Mrs. Nowman, [
gelling liquor without license, was fined $75 an |
sentenced to jail for one month, Her husband's
term of three months in jail for the same ofernce
expiraed yeslerday.

A well known and inteliigent strast preacher,
Rev. A. J. Carney. committed suicida by takine
laudanum, st the Central Hotel, York, Pu., o,
¥riday lust. Carney stated that be wasz from
Loudoun co., Vu.

Mr. Philip Dandridge, of Winchesicr, La:
beenjappeinted chief engineer of the consolidate!
Baltimore, Hampden and Towioatown L, L.
gnd the Baltimore and Delts R, E.

Mrs. Lucy Clarkson, a daughter of the late
Charies R, Scots, of Fauquier co., died in (-
lumbis, Mo, s ehort time since, nt an advanced
age.

[COMMENICATED.

For CoNGRE:s,—As one who takes grest
pride ic his State, but still greater in his city;
as one devoted (o her interests, and, who lopg:
for her prosperity; as a demonrat ood a voter,
T hail with uocommon pleasure the fact that w:

time from this city.

Her claims cavnot 43 depied. The grest
trouble heretafure bas baen tuoo mavy csudi
dates, and too littie sympathy animatiog ou:
people for the success of an Alexandrian.

We are entitle’ to a fair share of the hocors
of this district, as we have ancqaitabla propos
tion of ita brrdens, and 1 trast when the i
arrives cach one, actuated by a true regard for
the best interests of the eity and distriet, wi!
use ail proper means to s2cure the namioatiug
of 8. C. Neale, etq., whose vamo has beeo
brought forward for the nominsation. Thooyh
vonng in years, he has filled responsible aud
conspicuous positions,and will il this post with
digoity, fidelity apd ability.

In the scleetion of Mr, Neale the distrier «
large will secure an able representative and ti
¢ity will have the hooor of being heurd 1y
representative of her choosiog in the Couunr
of the pation. l.et us wmove ov, shoulder
shou'dsr, in this matter, feetiog that 1o Lo
oring Mr. Neale” we are gising to our city .
position she eertainly deserves, and to our cit
zens, onc and all, tne proud satisfaction thu
an Alexandrian lias at last attaioed a positiv
worthy of her. “Fanies,”
Alexandria, Iebruary 11, 1878,

R ot
b WasiiNaroN RELIes.— A petition from th
great nephews of General Washingtoo was pr
seoted in the United States Llouse of Rapre-
seotatives yosterday, askiog Coagress o pu:
chase from them a number ol articles thatone:

belopged to the General, Amoug them gre:-
An casy chair in which Washiogton sat a few
minutes before his death, a double brass can
dlestick by which the tarewell address ws
written, a field glass and a spygiass, both uso!
during the revolution, a ledger kept mostly Ly
the General, a robs in which he waschiistenc i,
a paioting, said by his adopted daughter, M-
Neilie Custis, to be ona of the best likeoess -
ever taken, a guitar presented by the Geoeral
to Miss Nellio Custis, several surveys made by
him, ooo doz2n handsome parlor chairs, kaiv -
and forks, footstools, a bedstead prescated (-
Lawrcoce Washiogton by Admiral Vernon au
by Lawreoce lefc to biy brother, the Geocri.
&o. Twelve thousand dollars is thesum ask
for the relics. Ube petition wasreferred to the
(Committee on Appropriations,

Tne BEckuay CAse,—Ia the Court of Ar
peals oow sitting at Richmond the cise v
Stearns vs. Beckham, from the Cirenit Court
of Culpeper, was cummenced, This cage in-
volves the title to the property which thea lste
John Minor Bottsdied possessad of, aad whiz?
it is alleged that bo and Mr, Fraoklin Stearcs
purchased from Mr. Beckbam (fathor of J. 1.
Beckbam of this oity,) at a time when his phv
gical condition rendered him incapable of cun
tracting for the eale of the same, The ease |
before the court for the secound time, Oa L
first heariog the court deeided that the dicd
exccated hy Mr. Beckham for the property,
owiog to bis condition at that time, was 4 nul
lity, but expressed no opivion as to the validity
of the contract of sale, which was cx:ewcd
some time aoterior to the execution of thedecd.
There is a great deal of testimony takeo or bitl:
sides, and io the court below Judge Winafi:li,
sittiog for Judge Shackelford, who was a Wit
ness io the case, held that the sale wasa nnlliiy.

SairwRECK.—The echooner Speedwell, frow
Cadiz, arrived at New York yesterday, with 1"~
captain and crew of tho schooner Saiin!.-}l.
Steslman, from Charleston for Baltimore, W=
was abandoned in & einkiog condition .lusu::- :
31, in latitude 32° 55" longitude 02° 55, ("
tain Higbee, of the Steelmun, malkes the fuliow
ing stutement: ‘“‘January 20, twenty my o
southeset from Hatteras, we encountered s 1¢rri=s
gale from the north northwest, lusting se7ests
nours, during whica we Lozt our gaflfs, spiit
gails, our boat was stove in, and evor,s‘l--".*l-
movable was washed from tha docks. ¢ P
our last provigions on the morning of tie =%
on the night of tho 24th, during & heavy Kb
the veesel sprung & laak ; on tha Zjth tared &
the crew gave out, leaving only four "’;.‘:.'
manago the vessel and pumps, snd wo NE
becoming exhausted; on the 30:n Georks v 0
man, colored, who L becoms crazy, '-‘:""“If'_‘_";
ed to take the lifa of Walter Sumpeon. bub ';'[: ;
instantly killed by tha laltar, who, duilfs b,
afternoon, ate & portion of his body; vit Lae=™
we wora rescued by the echoon Speedwe.-

COURT OF APPEALS OF VIRGINIA. —UaE-
ton ve. Ficklen's cxceutor; submitted. o
City of Petersburg vs, Petersburg Railros

now in London docks which were. built for Lur-

Company; submitted.

may have s representative in Congress the next
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